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Matters of 
Principal

Olympiad news
The SLC pupils have been performing phenomi-
nally well in many of the Olympiad competitions. 
In particular, Danica Altenroxel has excelled in 
both the Maths Olympiad and Afrikaans Olym-
piad.
Danica achieved 95% for the first round of the 
Maths Olympiad - this is an excellent result con-

MAYES STEPS UP TO THE TEE

Four Stanfordians, Lloyd Lombard, Thomas Mayes, Owen 
Venter and Luca Wasley, joined Mr Haarhoff on a golf tour 
to Pretoria during the holidays. The first course of the tour 
was Waterkloof Golf Club. Here the team got introduced 
to very quick greens! The green speed was 12.5 on the 
Stimp meter – this was the same speed that the profes-
sionals played during the European and PGA tours (light-
ning fast!). Conditions were good and it took some time 
for the players to get used to the speedy greens. Day 2 the 
groups played at Services Golf Club,  a really nice course 
that is a hidden gem in Pretoria!

They had an early tee off time and it was very nippy but 

During the tour, Thomas 
Mayes received a phone 
call to let him know that 
he has been accepted 
into BSI (Balderstone 
Sport Institute) in Hud-
dle Park, Johannesburg. 
This is a prestigious golf 
academy that is based at 
Royal Johannesburg and 
Kensington. Congratula-
tions Thomas! 

sidering that she is in Grade 11.  Her performance 
in the Second Round qualified her to take part in 
the Third Round – this means she finished in the 
top 100 in the country.  
The Third Round, which is a 4 hour exam, will 
take place at Ben Vorster on Thursday 25th July. 
Danica also wrote the Third Round of the Jun-
ior Maths Olympiad when she was in Grade 8 in 
2016.
The Afrikaans Olympiad received 4341 entries 

nationally. Stanford Lake College took the first 
20 positions in Limpopo. 
Nikita Stoltz (Grade 10) was the winner in Lim-
popo with 88.4%. She will receive a cash prize as 
well as some other goodies from the ATKV.
Nikita, Danica (86.2%) and Anneri Thom (86.2%) 
were in the first 100 nationally.

Congratulations to all! 

the golf wasn’t! The greens 
weren’t as fast as at Waterk-
loof, but were by no means 
slow! The purpose of the 
tour was to expose our golf-
ers to different courses and 
conditions. Well done to all 
the players for the good eti-
quette and behaviour that 
they displayed on tour. 

“The purpose of life, after all, is to live it, to taste experience to the 
utmost, to reach out eagerly and without fear for newer and richer 

experience.”     
- Eleanor Roosevelt

Over the past week, our tightly-knit fam-
ily has been called to mourn the passing 
of two well-known, much loved and re-
spected members of the Haenertsburg 
community. 
Times like these cause one to reflect on 
the fragility of life, the importance of 
making the most of every day and the 
need to pause for reflection. I know that I 
am truly privileged to work in the profes-
sion that I do. Not for a minute do I un-
derestimate the enormous responsibility 
we have as educators. Not only are we 
tasked with the academic enrichment of 
our pupils but also with their emotional 
development. In short, we are challenged 
to equip them with the skills necessary to 
not only learn and grow but also to deal 
with the tragedies and triumphs those 
days may bring. 
In our staff meeting on Monday, one of 
the issues that I addressed at length was 
the well-being and happiness of our stu-
dents. I stressed the importance of hav-
ing positive interactions with our pupils 
and empowering them to take respon-
sibility for their own happiness. A fright-
ening statistic is that 1 in every 5 pupils 
will suffer a major depressive episode 
before graduating from High School. We 
can actively intervene in this process and 
teach our children skills required to find 
happiness and joy in the world. The good 
news, however, is that research tells us 
that character traits and well-being can 

be taught and learners can often learn 
from these situations and use them as a 
period of growth. 
This week, I attended the launch of an 
Alpha course at our local church and one 
of two questions asked was “What makes 
you happy?” I was amazed to note that 
when asked this apparently simple ques-
tion, few people could give a definitive 
answer! Anthony Seldon, retired British 
Headmaster and well- respected educa-
tionalist, asked the following questions 
of a group of teachers; “In two or fewer 
words what do you most want for your 
children?” “Happiness, joy, meaning, 
contentment, health, enthusiasm and 
courage” were but a few of the words 
called out. He then asked the question: 
“In two or fewer words, what do schools 
teach?” Discipline, numeracy, hard work, 
science, literacy, and conformity were 
the words mentioned. Notice that there 
is very little overlap. As Seldon so rightly 
says: “Imagine the whole first list taught 
in schools without compromising the tra-
ditional goals of a school.” 
This is the challenge that we as educators 
face and it is one that our staff are warmly 
embracing and striving to achieve. 

Alan Redfern
head@slc.co.za
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Six young Stanfordians, along wih their Limpopo Vikings teammates, 
can be extremely proud of themselves for winning the cup final for 
their age category at the World Youth Rugby Festival in Los Angeles 
during the holidays!

On day one of the sevens tournament, the lads won all three of their 
matches, with results as follows:

Limpopo Vikings 31 vs 0 Kahu Rugby
Limpopo Vikings 43 vs 7 USA Schools
Limpopo Vikings 22 vs 19 Mpumalanga Mustangs

Day two saw the boys win two matches with comfortable margins but 
lose one game against the Crusaders:

Limpopo Vikings 21 vs 26 Crusaders
Limpopo Vikings 22 vs 0 USA Schools
Limpopo Vikings 45 vs 0 Rhino’s Rugby Academy

Day 3 was the cup semi-final, where the Limpopo Vikings won against 
the Rhino’s Rugby Academy with a score of 49 - 12.

The next day was the final event and the Limpopo Vikings went head 
to head against the Mpumalanga Mustangs. The Limpopo lads domi-
nated play and the score ended 31 - 0.

Congratulations to all the players who took part, you have made 
your respective schools extremely proud! Coach Mr Pietersen, you 
certainly did a fine job of training the team in order to prepare them 
for the tournament.

Victorious 
Vikings
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SLC makes its mark at XCO
The first round of the Schools XCO series took place in Ellisras. There 
was record amount of entries, almost reaching 400 riders. Stanford 
Lake College had a rather small, but very effective team of eleven rid-
ers. They did very well with seven top ten finishes. 

Lianke Fourie and Lara Dando finished 2nd in Sub-Junior Girls and 
Junior Women, respectively. In the Youth Boys, Gunther Katzke fin-
ished 4th and Herman Fourie took 1st place by almost a full minute, 
stamping his authority. Jarryd Gosling, Michael Scriven and Kian Noné 
also racked up some good points, finishing strongly in large racing 
groups. 

We are very proud of all our riders. Thanks to them, Stanford Lake Col-
lege is lying in 3rd place after the first round, just 12 point behind the 
leader. This is going to be an interesting season. 

Flying Filen

Congratulations to Riley Filen who took part in the Greg Minnaar Cy-
cles KZN Gravity MTB Round 3 over the holidays at Cathkin Peak in the 
Drakensberg. It was cold and the downhill was fast, but Riley managed 
to secure second place in the Youth category, even after a crash. Well 
done Riley!

News from the staff room
After almost ten years of service at 
SLC, Mr Richard Coetzer, the College 
bursar, has left to enjoy his retire-
ment. His role at the College has 
been invaluable, ensuring the finan-
cial stability and continued growth 
of the school. Thanks for everything 
you have done Mr Coetzer, you will 
certainly be missed. We wish our new 
bursar, Mrs Inge-Mari Kotzé, the best 
of luck in the role and we all look for-
ward to getting to know her better. 

Very well done to Miss Monique Scheepers who represented Limpopo 
in the South African Country Districts Tournament held at Waterkloof 
from the 23rd to the 29th of June.

Her team came second overall and she was selected to represent the 
South African Districts side which will compete in August.

Miss Scheepers was also nominated as the Player of the Tournament 
which is a phenomenal achievement. 


