
"In the depths of winter, I finally learned that 
within me there lay an invincible summer."

— Albert Camus

As winter takes gentle hold of our days, we find ourselves surrounded by a quiet beauty that reminds us to pause, 
reflect, and appreciate the world around us. There is something profoundly peaceful about a winter’s morning 
here at school. The mist lifts slowly off the dam, revealing still waters that mirror the pale sky. Frost settles quietly 
on the grass and rooftops, casting a soft sparkle across the grounds—a reminder that even in stillness, there is 
wonder.

This serene backdrop stands in gentle contrast to the steady rhythm of school life. Classrooms hum with the 
energy of curious minds and dedicated hands. Pupils move through their days with purpose—Grade 8 and 9’s and 
12’s, books in hand, ideas forming, questions asked and explored. Grade 10’s and 11’s all working hard for their 
midyear examinations. Our staff, ever supportive, guide learning with patience and care, helping students navigate 
not just lessons, but the life that grows between them.

There is a beautiful harmony here, one that runs deeper than a timetable or the breaks between lessons. It is the 
harmony of a shared purpose—learning, growing, becoming. Even as the mornings are cold and the afternoons 
grow shorter, our school remains a place of warmth, connection, and momentum.

We thank each of you—students, teachers, and support staff—for the spirit you bring to our school each day. In the 
heart of winter, your commitment and camaraderie are the fires that keep this community glowing.

Warm regards
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Matriculants 
2024

Please be advised that Matric 
Result Certificates are now 

available for collection from the 
school. The 2024 Yearbooks have 
also arrived and may be collected 

at the same time. Kindly note 
that if someone will be collecting 

on your behalf, written 
authorisation must be provided 

and confirmed by the school 
prior to collection.

The Stanfordian



Grade 9 In the Footsteps of Legends Expedition

The adventure began in Sekororo village, covering over 35km 
of hiking and 70km of paddling over 7 unforgettable days.

Hiking Section (Days 1–4):
The hike kicked off with a steep 10km ascent to Christmas Plateau, 

followed by a short but challenging climb and rocky descent to Louis 
Fontein. Day 3 featured a new 12km route to Mankele village along the 

Olifants River. Along the way, students saw the historic 1838 road built by 
Louis Trichardt and took part in “standing stagg” night duty and 

reflective SOLO time. Day 4 brought a final 6km hike into Penge, where a 
stop at the local shop for bread and cold drinks brought much joy!

Paddling Section (Days 4–7):
Swapping boots for rafts in Penge, the group paddled to Loerie Camp 

(10km), then covered 26km on a cold Day 5 to reach Samango. A shorter 
14km paddle brought them to Baobab Beach for river drills and rapid 
prep. The final 19km to Thabaleshoba village featured thrilling rapids 

like "Double Trouble," "Longdrop," and "Rollercoaster," ending the 
journey with excitement and pride.

This expedition blended physical challenge, historical insight, teamwork, 
and personal growth—an unforgettable rite of passage!

TOTAL KM'S



AL UMNI NEWS

INTER-HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY
Our students braved the cold and stepped away from the books to enjoy some 
fresh mountain air at our Inter-House Cross Country event.
Fenwick, Loomis and Orvis Houses gave it their all, battling it out on the trails to 
earn valuable team points. It was a day full of energy, determination, and house 
spirit!

The Points have been tallied and out Cross Country Champs are as follows:

Orvis Winners 75 Points
Fenwick  73.5 points
Loomis  64 points

Individual results are being tallied and we'll announce the winners soon !

LIBRARY NEWS
FROM THE LIBRARY
" The more that you read,
the more things you will know.
The more that you learn the more places 
you'll go"
       - Dr Seuss

Celebrating a Past Student: Ruan Viljoen’s Dive into 
Success

We are proud to celebrate the achievements of Ruan Viljoen, a Stanford 
Lake College alumnus and Multi-Activity Adventure Instructor who is 

making waves in the world of scuba diving.
Ruan recently returned to campus to run a scuba training session in our pool 

with his students from Warriors Academy, culminating in their qualifying 
dives at Sodwana Bay. His visit was not only a return to familiar waters but a 

testament to his professional growth and lasting connection to our 
community.

Since leaving SLC, Ruan has earned an impressive list of scuba 
qualifications, including Dive Master, Rescue Diver, and Enriched Nitrox 

Diver, among others. More importantly, he continues to share his 
knowledge and passion with new generations of divers, guiding them 

through a journey of adventure and self-discovery.

Ruan’s career is a reminder of what can be achieved through passion, 
perseverance, and a love for exploration. We’re incredibly proud of his 

accomplishments and the way he continues to embody the spirit of Stanford 
Lake College

Congratulations, Ruan!
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Congratulations to our Head 
of Marketing, Caryn 
Rathmann, on completing the 
Comrades Marathon this past 
weekend and earning her 
fourth medal! An incredible 
achievement and a true 
testament to your 
determination and 
endurance. Well done, Caryn!Mrs
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