
We continue to compile an Alumni Business
Directory that is currently LIVE on the Stanford website.

Business Directory 

All that Jazz

The Official Newsletter of the Stanford Lake College Alumni Association 

The Old Stanfordian
What's Been Happening? 

Our talented students recently produced and 
performed their rendition of All That Jazz.
The students lit up the stage and it proved to 
be an unforgettable night of entertainment, 
creativity, and community spirit. 
Featuring over 80 enthusiastic learners, this 
show called on the learners to give up a lot of 
their time and energy, late nights and 
weekend rehearsals which all contributed to a 
successful show put together in only 6 weeks! 
The show included songs from the musical 
Chicago, Burlesque and timeless classics like 
singing in the rain and what a wonderful 
world. 
It was truly wonderful to see the talent on 
stage. 

Should you have a business or service that you offer and would like 
to be listed on the directory,please email us at: alumni@slc.co.za with
further details of your business.



A Tribute to Mr. Grant Norton – A TRUE LEGEND OF EDUCATION
Every so often in education, a true legend emerges—someone who dedicates their entire life to the service of others, guiding, 
mentoring,and teaching generations of children. One such legend is Mr. Grant Norton.
Grant began his teaching career 43 years ago, proudly following in the footsteps of his father, himself a revered figure in South 
African education. His journey started at Bishops while he was still a student at UCT. After a two-year stint in the army, he returned 
to Bishops,where he would dedicate 25 years of his life, interspersed with a six-year period teaching at St. Andrew's College in 
Grahamstown and Wynberg Boys' High. At St. Andrew’s, his father’s legacy lives on with an academic block named in his honour.
During his time at Bishops, Grant achieved remarkable milestones. He coached over 500 first-team cricket games, taught Mark 
Shuttleworth mathematics, and played a vital role in provincial and national squash. A talented cricketer, he played first-league 
cricket in Cape Town, and as a testament to his versatility, he even won a national bridge title!
Grant spent 40 of his 43 years working in, or living in school boarding houses, gaining an unmatched understanding of young 
people.
His reputation as an exceptional Maths teacher and an old-fashioned schoolmaster—one of a dwindling breed—is well-earned 
and deeply cherished.
A former pupil captured Grant’s unique approach to education in a heartfelt letter: "Your class was one I always looked forward to
—not just because of the maths, but because of you. You teach maths in a way I’ve never experienced before, making the subject 
constantly enjoyable and interesting. You turned the hardest concepts into simpler ones, meaning even I, with my shaky maths 
skills, could sometimes understand them. I enjoyed our constant banter and jokes. You truly made the AP Maths classroom a 
space in which we all felt comfortable. You had more faith in my maths abilities than I ever had, and I deeply appreciate you 
believing in me throughout this year. You even trusted me (me!) to run academic assist in the evenings. Thank you so much for 
everything you’ve helped me with.
I wish you and Mrs. Norton all the best for the future."
Grant was not only an excellent Maths teacher, but was also an extraordinary administrator. He took over the position of Deputy
Headmaster of Academics in 2018. The portfolio was run like clockwork under his guidance, introducing numerous innovations, 
driving technology and ensuring that Stanford did not compromise academic standards. He was central to the success of our 
online teaching programme during COVID, supporting and driving staff as they learnt a new skill set and motivating our pupils to 
stick to it. Grant certainly has left his mark on the Stanford academic programme. After 12 happy years on the mountain, having 
influenced the lives of countless Stanfordians, Mr. and Mrs. Norton are embarking on a well-earned retirement, settling in their 
beloved Hermanus in the Western Cape.

Mr Grant Norton
Description: Head of 

Academics and
Mathematics teacher

Started: January 2013

What's Been Happening? 

Achievements 2024 Matrics 



Stanford Lake College XCC & XCO #LimpopoChamps
We hosted our annual Cross Country Olympic mountain bike race on the 10th May 2025, namely The Stanford Lake College XCC & XCO. 
This year also saw the introduction of short track racing (XCC) to the Limpopo series, which brought a whole new dimension to the event. It provided a full day of 
exciting racing, with the XCC taking place from 08:00 to 09:00am for ages 13 years and up and then followed by the XCO races, starting with the 6 year olds and 
working through the categories to the big boys finishing after 15:00. It was a fun day for racers and spectators alike with fun tracks, good weather and hearty food 
from the different vendors at the race village. There were also lots of prizes to give away and every one of the 102 podium finishers walked away with something. 
The prizes included cash prizes, Allesbeste Avo boxes, Persea Avo products, Miami hampers filled with goodies, Krabbefontein Vouchers and Expedition North 
bottles. The day was capped off with one of Stanford’s own taking the top spot on the Junior Men podium, beating the whole field which also included the Elite 
Men and Sub-Vet Men, and also after winning the XCC earlier in the day. Well done Gordon Noel. The race would not be possible without support, so thank you to 
all the Stanford Lake Collage staff, parents and students that helped on the day, the Haenertsburg-, Tzaneen- and Polokwane community and every one that 
travelled from afar, but most of all, thank you to our sponsors that made this event possible. 
ZAbackup, Naude Brokers, Allesbeste Padstal, Krabbefontein, Persea and Miami Canners. 

Stanford Lake College – Trails in the forest
The new Stanford Lake College permanently marked and maintained trails are open and ready to be enjoyed. The trails pass through pine and blue-gum plantations, 
Indigenous rain forests and run along some wetland areas. They comprise of forestry roads, swooping single tracks, as well as some technical features for those 
competent and daring mountain bikers. There are various options, from the Chains route, a 3km flat out and back, to a bit hillier 5km trail and the infamous XCO trail 
with all its features and route options. All the trails are marked with the signature Stanford Lake College blue signage with each trail’s own signs on them. These trails 
can also be joined on to the Magoebaskloof Tourism MTB trails for some longer rides. 

For more information on these trails stop by the Stanford Lake College Dream & Do centre down by the lake and get ready for some fun. 

What's Been Happening? 



Kian Noné is excelling at Stellenbosch University.
Currently residing in Huis Marais, where he actively participates in residence 

sports, maintains a consistent gym routine, and remains dedicated to his 
academic pursuits. 

His strong aptitude for mathematics is serving him well, and we are proud to 
share that he was recently awarded a certificate for passing his first year Cum 

Laude. 
We are extremely proud of Kian 

We’re thrilled to announce that 
Kelsey Haage and his wife recently

 welcomed their second son, Maverick Thomas Haage, 
born on August 23, 2024. Maverick joins big brother Dieter Owen, 
born in June 2020, proudly carrying on the family tradition of the 
name "Dieter," passed down from Kelsey’s father and grandfather.

Since matriculating from Stanford in 2009, Kelsey’s journey has taken 
him between Australia and the United States. He graduated from the 
Sunshine Coast in Australia, completed an MBA in the U.S., and later 

earned a Master’s in Data Science. He now works as a Production 
Superintendent at a coal mine in rural Australia, where he leads 

innovative technology projects to improve safety and production.
Kelsey and his family are looking forward to teaching their boys the 
joys of outdoor adventures—fishing, camping, and biking. He also 

hopes to visit Stanford with them one day!
Congratulations to Kelsey and his growing family!

Congratulations to Matthew Oosthuyse 
(Class of 2017) on his graduation with a 
BSc in Computer Science from 
Stellenbosch University.

After his studies were interrupted by a 
forced gap year in 2019 and a move back 
to Tzaneen, Matthew restarted his 
degree in 2020—just as the COVID-19 
pandemic struck, further impacting his 
academic progress.

Despite these challenges, he completed 
internships that helped him secure his 
current role as a software engineer in 
2023. 
After two intensive years of juggling work 
and academics, Matthew has officially 
completed his degree. We are proud to 
celebrate this significant milestone and 
look forward to seeing what he achieves 
next in his professional journey.
Well done, Matthew!

ALUMNI ACHIEVERS 

Marthinus Maritz
Congratulations to Marthinus Maritz (Class of 2020) on 
his graduation from Stellenbosch University. Marthinus 

earned a BSc in Agriculture, specializing in plant and 
soil science. He has chosen to further his education 
and is currently pursuing a Master’s degree in soil 

science. Wishing you every success as you continue 
this next phase of your studies!



Tom Mayes - Stanford Lake College Alumni (Grade 12 2019)

It gives Stanford Lake College great pleasure to inform the community that Thomas 
Mayes has been included in the Ireland one day international squad to face the 
West Indies from 21 May to 25 May 2025. The series will be held in Ireland. While 
Tom was at school he opened the bowling for the 1st team and was a hard hitting 
middle order batsmen. He has made the Ireland team as a bowling all rounder and 
we wish him all the best for the series against the West Indies.

The Ireland national selector had this to say, 'Tom Mayes has been recognised for 
his consistency and demonstrated the ability to step up his game each time we 
asked this of him.  - Mayes with his height and accuracy will challenge the batters.'

Congratulations to Zoë Koster (Class of 2023) who recently 
received 8 medals at the South African Championships of 

Performing Arts which took place in Rustenburg from 21 to 29 
September. 

Zoë won 1 Gold and 8 Silver in the 18 - 24 category! 

Zoë has also been chosen to represent Team South Africa at the 
World Championships of Performing Arts in Los Angeles in 2025. 

Well done Zoë! We love seeing your commitment to your craft 
and look forward witnessing your future achievements and 

success. 

Herman Fourie continues to excel in the world of mountain 
biking, recently competing in the UCI MTB Marathon World 

Championships in Snowshoe, West Virginia. Lining up 
alongside the best riders globally, Herman secured an 
impressive 37th place overall on a challenging course 

featuring 1865 meters of climbing over 109 kilometres, and 
he was the first under-23 rider to cross the finish line—a 

fantastic achievement at this elite level.
We look forward to following Herman's continued success 

in mountain biking as he pushes the limits of his sport.

ALUMNI ACHIEVERS 



Congratulations to Amber De Villiers (class of 2013) 
on her marriage to Larry Howard. 

The couple got married in the beautiful Kings Walden 
Garden Manor in Agatha on 17 April, surrounded by 
all their nearest and dearest, and danced the night 

away! 
We wish you both a beautiful life together filled with 

love and happiness. 

Congratulations to Christopher Pelser (Class of 2013) 
and his wife, Jeanette on the birth of their son, 
Alexander Christopher Pelser. He was born in 

Centurion on the 17th of January 2025, and to make it 
extra special, Christopher's older sister Lisa (Class of 

2008) assisted during the birth. 
We wish you happiness, love and health as you start 

this new chapter. 

Congratulations to Jackson Willy Dando (Class 
of 2012) on his engagement to Misha Richards 

on 25 February. Jackson and Misha met on a job 
in the Caribbean in 2021 and have been chasing 

one another around the world ever since. 
We wish you two a lifetime of love and 

incredible adventures together! 

Congratulations to Jason Stroud (class of 2013) and 
Lauren Dold, who tied the knot on Saturday, 22 March. 

The ceremony took place at Francine's Farmhouse & 
Venue in Hoedspruit, in a Grapefruit orchard, underneath 

a beautiful weeping boer bean tree.
This particular tree species has a special place in the 

couples hearts, and now it carries even deeper meaning 
as part of their beautiful love story. We wish you both a 

lifetime of happiness and adventure! 

Congratulations to Katie Forrest (Class of 2009) who 
married Christopher Jackson on December 21, 2024. The 
couple had the joy of celebrating with their closest and 

dearest friends and family at Minas on the Zwakala Farm. It 
was a beautiful, perfect day!

We wish you both a lifetime of love and happiness together 

Congratulations to Ingrid Vaughan (Class of 2013) and 
Ross Hillary (Class of 2009) who got married in the South 

of Portugal/Algarves on the 27th of March. Their 
beautiful, intimate elopement ceremony was shared with 

their families, it was an extremely special time 
celebrating love and making memories together. We wish 

you both a lifetime of happiness and adventure! 

Congratulations to Marli Maree Render (Class of 2014) 
who married Jean-Henri Render on the 10 August at the 

beautiful Monte Christo Wedding Venue in 
Haenertsburg. They were surrounded by all their loved 

ones to celebrate the special day. We wish Marli and 
Jean-Henri a lifetime of happiness!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Congratulations to Tam Johnson (Class of 2013) and his 
wife, Rachel Johnson, who teaches at Stanford Lake, on 

the birth of their first child, Thomas Scott Johnson! 
Weighing a healthy 3.2kg, Thomas is already keeping his 

parents busy. Both mom and baby are doing well, and we 
couldn't be happier for the Johnson family



Congratulations to Michaela Brinsford (née 
McGaffin, class of 2012) and Oliver Brinsford, 
who tied the knot on September 28th! Their 
beautiful ceremony was held at Glenogle, a 

family friend's farm neighboring their own in 
Magoebaskloof.  Wishing them a lifetime of 

happiness and adventure!

We are delighted to share the wonderful news that Leon 
"Muis" Joubert (Class of 2008) married Marmari Pieterse 

on December 14, 2024. Congratulations to the happy 
couple as they embark on this exciting new chapter 

together!

Congratulations to Megan Nel (née Schulze, class of 2012) 
and her husband on the birth of their beautiful baby boy. 

Owen Ronnie Nel was born in the early evening of 10 
February, at Tzaneen Mediclinic.  Megan and her husband 

are in absolute awe of his beauty and are madly in love with 
him.

We wish you a lifetime of happiness and special memories 
as you start this new chapter.

Love at the Lake: episode 1
Holly & Barry

To start the series off, we caught up with Holly Wood (née Van Wyk, class of 2008) and Barry Wood (class of 2003) and asked a few 
questions. Here is a quick glance into the life they've built together:

1. Tell us about how you two first met at Stanford. �
"We met in 2004, on Doug Pirie's farm, as Barry was friends with Doug and I was friends with Nox (Nicky Pretorius, née Pirie)"

2. When did you realize you had feelings for each other? �
"There were feelings almost instantly, so we began a friendship and started dating several years later in 2012."

3. What was your first date? �
"Our first date was to Maropeng in the Cradle of Humankind."

4. How long have you been together now? �
"We have been together for 13 years now."

5. Do you have children? (And will they go to SLC? �)
"We have two beautiful children, Regan (4yo) and Harvey (3yo). Unfortunately they will not go to Stanford, as we're relocating to 

Brisbane in March."
6. What’s something you love about each other now that you might not have noticed back then? �‍�‍�

"I love Barry more today because of the amazing father and husband he is. His selflessness and constant prioritization of our 
family inspires me daily. I am grateful for how he brings out the best version of myself."

7. What advice would you give to young couples who meet in high school?�
"Take the time to grow individually, communicate openly, and support each other's dreams, understanding that relationships 

evolve as you both change."

Love at the Lake: episode 2
Ingrid & Ross

We caught up with Ingrid Vaughan (class of 2013) and Ross Hillary (class of 2009) and asked a few questions. Here is a 
quick glance into the life they've built together:

1. Tell us about how you two first met at Stanford. �
"Ingrid’s first year of high school and Ross' last year of high school. (Not sure that we did really ever meet)"

2. When did you realize you had feelings for each other? �
"Ross: There might have been a small inkling in 2015, but the real magic started in 2018.

Ingrid: 2017, all you need is one night in Stellies and fast forward 11 months and Ross finally made his move."
3. What was your first date? �

"In 2018 at Crawdaddies in Tzaneen, one of the most romantic spots in town."
4. How long have you been together now? �

"7 years."
5. Do you have children? (And will they go to SLC? �)

"Two fur babies. Still working on getting SLC to accept animals..."
6. What’s something you love about each other now that you might not have noticed back then? �‍�‍�

"Ingrid: Ross’s sense of humour
Ross: Ingrid doesn’t throw as many tantrums as I imagined she might"

7. What advice would you give to young couples who meet in high school?�
"Life always has a way of working things out, trust the process."

ANNOUNCEMENTS



REUNION 2005 &2015

A Memorable Reunion at the Beaulieu Derby Weekend

The Classes of 2005 and 2015 reunited this past weekend to celebrate 
their 20- and 10-year reunions respectively, during the vibrant Beaulieu 

Derby Weekend. It was a fantastic day filled with laughter, shared 
memories, and thrilling sporting action.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who came out to support and be part 
of the celebrations — your presence made the day truly special.


