
"Freedom is being able to blossom, to be yourself, and to 
reach your fullest potential."  Archbishop Desmond Tutu

As we reflect on this week, we pause to acknowledge two significant days in South Africa’s calendar — Freedom Day on April 
27th and Workers’ Day on May 1st. These national holidays are more than historical markers; they are powerful reminders of 
the values that continue to shape our society: those of courage, dignity, respect and inclusivity.
Freedom Day commemorates the first democratic elections held in South Africa in 1994 — a triumph of hope over division, 
and a testament to the power of courage, vision, and collective will. At assembly on Monday, hosted by Mrs Nel, she quoted 
the late President Nelson Mandela:

“For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but to live in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of others.”

This quote reminds us that freedom is not passive — it calls us to be active citizens, to build inclusive communities, and to 
protect the rights of others, especially the vulnerable. Mrs Nel reminded us that celebrating Freedom Day is not just about 
acknowledging the past but it is also about looking into the future.
Yesterday, we celebrated Workers’ Day with the senior pupils hosting all staff to a tea. Our pupils acknowledged the roles 
fulfilled by all workers and thanked our staff for all that they do on campus.  This public holiday, celebrated across the 
world, reminds us of the intrinsic value of labour and the ongoing pursuit of fair and humane working conditions. It honours 
the contributions of every person who builds, nurtures, teaches, grows, cleans, and leads in our society — often quietly, and 
often without recognition.

“All labour that uplifts humanity has dignity and importance and should be undertaken with painstaking excellence.”
— Martin Luther King Jr.

At Stanford Lake College, we are privileged to learn in a community that respects both the freedom we enjoy and the labour 
that sustains it. Let these commemorations not simply pass us by, but inspire us to live purposefully — to use our voices, our 
hands, and our hearts for the good of others. 
This weekend we host our first league rugby fixture at home, I look forward to seeing many of you on the side of the field. 
Wrap up warmly; it looks set to be a cold mountain day.  

God Bless 
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INTERNATIONAL BOOK DAY AND 
SHAKESPEARE DAY

In honour of International Book Day, our 
students and teachers brought language to 
life by dressing up as idioms—and what a 
creative, fun-filled celebration it was! From 
"raining cats and dogs" to "waking up 
feeling blue" everyone embraced the 
challenge with imagination and flair.
It was a wonderful reminder of how 
expressive and playful language can be. 
A big thank you to everyone who 
participated and helped make the day such 
a memorable one!
A special shout-out to our overall winner: 
Katje Gobel as "Tough Cookie" who truly 
stole the show with a fantastic and clever 
interpretation!
Thank you to everyone who participated 
and made the day so memorable. What a 
fun way to celebrate language and 
creativity!

Gordon Noel placed an impressive 
overall 10th on the XCO event and 

an overall 15th at the XCC SA 
Championships this past weekend.
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Congratulations to the following students for Outstanding 
Achievements in Sport during Term 1

Junior Achievers for Athletics
•     Andani Rembuluwani  
•     Tiger Peniston 
 
Half Colours for Athletics
•     Amon Negogogo
•     Lwandile Nkuna 

Full Colours for Athletics
•     Thato Thobejane
•     Olivia Turner 
•     Fia Niemann 

Full Colours for Swimming
•     Dario Wasley 

Certificate of Recognition for Powerlifting
•     Wiaan van Eerden 

T�R� 1 : S�O�T� A�H�E�E�E�T�

S T A N F O R D  L A K E  C O L L E G E  
V S  L O U I S  T R I C H A R D T  B O Y S  H O C K E Y  F I XTURES
F R I D A Y,  2 5  A P R I L  2 0 25

On Friday, our boys' hockey teams travelled to Louis Trichardt for a series of competitive league fixtures, the matches were played on 
grass—posing a fresh challenge for many of our players.

Second Team
The Second Team stepped onto the field eager to kick off their season with a strong performance and showed early promise earning a 
string of penalty corners in the opening five minutes but were unable to capitalize, but fell 1–2 despite a late goal by Craig Freestone.
U/14 Team
The team displayed great commitment in their first grass match, going down 0–2 in a spirited effort. A commendable effort from the 
youngest Badgers, who continue to develop with every fixture.
U/16 Team
The U/16 boys began their match with intent, showing early dominance and control in midfield. While they struggled to find composure 
in the circle, they worked tirelessly to keep Louis Trichardt at bay, eventually lost 0–6, with the score not reflecting their first-half fight.
First Team 
The First Team approached this game with high expectations, knowing the outcome would have implications on the league standings. 
Playing on grass required quick adaptation, and both teams showed intent from the outset in a closely fought battle. The 1–1 draw, 
though not ideal, keeps Stanford in contention in the title race and showed the team’s resilience and growing maturity.
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GRADE 8 SLEEPOUT
The Grade 8's embarked on their 

second sleep-out on Tuesday 
evening.

Starting with a gentle hike in our 
beautiful surroundings and then 

they got the time to practise 
their outdoor skills again.

Pitching tents and cooking 
dinner under the stars. The 

experience was all about 
independence, bonding, and 

learning practical skills in a fun, 
relaxed setting. Sharing stories 

and creating memories.



 A Fantastic Performance by Our Drama Department! 
Our talented Drama Department recently brought the magic of their production, All That Jazz, to the Haenertsburg 
Village, where they performed for both the local retirement community and the primary school students. 
It was a heartwarming experience, with everyone enjoying the passion and creativity the cast brought to the stage. 
After the performance we shared tea and snacks together making meaningful connections with our broader 
community.

A big thank you to all those who made this day special.

HAENERTSBURG 
COMMUNITY 
DRAMA PRODUCTION AND TEA

NEW ARRIVALS 
IN OUR SCHOOL 

LIBRARY
The library is teeming with great reads and now we 
have more exciting novels to enjoy.  
Our pupils were overjoyed at the new selection.


